
IThis Easter, we proclaim again the good news that has carried the Church through
every age: Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

And yet this year, as in so many years before, we say these words in a world that
still knows grief, division, violence, fear, and uncertainty. We looka round and see
wars that continue, communities burdened by injustice, neighbors struggling with
loneliness, and creation itself crying out for care. The empty tomb does not erase
these realities - but it does speak directly into them. 

Easter is not a denial of suffering. It is the bold confession that God meets us in
the midst of suffering and brings life where we least expect it. Resurrection
does not pretend Good Friday never happened. Instead, it declares that death,
despair, and. hatred will not have the final word. 

The risen Christ comes to a wounded world still bearing scars. That matters. Our
Savior is not distant from human pain, but present within it - offering peace,
breathing hope, and calling us to live as resurrection people. 

So this Easter, we do not celebrate with shallow optimism. We celebrate with
deep trust: 

that love is stronger than fear,
that mercy is stronger than judgement, 
that hope is stronger than despair, 
and that God is still making all things new. 

As followers of Jesus, we are called not only to announce resurrection, but to
embody it - through compassion, justice, reconciliation, and courageous love for
our neighbors. In a fractured world, Easter sends us out as witnesses that new life
is possible, even now. 

May the risen Christ renew your hearts, strengthen your faith, and send you into
the world with hope that is honest, humble, and alive. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
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Wednesday April 1  st

NO Youth Programming or Dinner
Thursday April 2  nd

6:00pm Congregational Potluck 
7:00pm Maundy Thursday Worship Service 
Friday April 3rd
7:00pm Good Friday Worship Service 
Saturday April 4  th

9:00am to 11:00am Threads of Joy Fiber Arts Group 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sunday April 5  th

NO Faith5 Family 
10:00am Easter Worship w/ Holy Communion Communion Blessing
Fellowship: Cinnamon Roll to Go hosted by Jeff and Kari Larson 
Monday April 6  th

4:30pm Good Neighbor’s Ukulele Group 
Wednesday April 8  th

1:30pm Gather Bible Study 
5:30pm Vocal Choir Practice
6:00pm Youth Dinner
6:30pm Confirmation and High School Youth Group
Thursday April 9  th

4:00pm to 7:00pm Free Family Photos hosted by Every Image of You - Low Income Families and Families in Recovery 
5:30pm Handbell Choir Practice
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sunday April 12  th

9:15am Faith5 Family 
10:00am Worship w/ Holy Communion New Member Sunday and Holy Humor Sunday
Fellowship: Joy Council 
Monday April 13  th

11:00am Grace in Grief Support Group 
6:00pm Grace in Grief Support Group 
Tuesday April 14  th

6:30pm Council Meeting
Wednesday April 15th
6:00pm Gather Bible Study
6:00pm Youth Dinner
6:30pm Confirmation and High School Youth Group 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Saturday April 18th
9:00am to 11:00am JOYful Sprouts Play Group and Fellowship 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sunday April 19  th

9:15am Faith5 Family
10:00am Worship w/ Holy Communion
Fellowship: JOYful Quilting Ministry
Monday April 20  th

1:00pm Good Neighbors Ukulele Group 
Tuesday April 21st
5:30pm Recovering Together Cafe 
Wednesday April 22nd
5:30pm Vocal Choir Practice
6:00pm Youth Dinner 
6:30pm Confirmation and High School Youth Group 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sunday April 26th
9:00am Directory Photos Sign-Up Online 
9:15am Faith5 Family and Breakfast Club
10:00am Worship w/ Holy Communion Antonson Baptism 
Fellowship: Antonson Family 
11:00am Directory Photos Sign-Up Online
Sponsor a Kid - Youth Service Trip
Monday April 27th
4:30pm Good Neighbors Ukulele Group 
Wednesday April 29  th

6:00pm Youth Dinner
6:30pm Confirmation and High School Youth Group 
7:30pm JYLT Meeting

The Happenings | April 2026
WEEKLY HAPPENINGS

Mon, Tues, Thurs, and Fri - 6:00am to 1:00pm Meals on Wheels | Tuesday - 10:30am Staff Meeting 
Wednesday - 10:00am to 12:00pm JOYful Quilting Ministry 









 Giving Report

If you would like to receive approved council minutes or congregational financial
reports please contact the office. 

Call (715) 646-2357 or Email office@joylutheranwi.org

Feed My Neighbor | Community Food Pantry
Together We Can Make a Difference

Current Needs: Shampoo, Soap, Deodorant and Baking Supplies
Drop off at Church - Shopping Cart in Narthex

Monetary donations designated to Feed My Neighbor Food Pantry can be dropped off at
church during office hours or placed in your regular giving envelope during Worship.

Ways to Serve at Joy | Volunteer Opportunities

WORSHIP ASSISTANT
Acolyte: Light candles at the beginning of service, help
with communion, extinguish candles at end of service. 
Reader: Read lessons for the day. Readings will be sent
to you via email to practice and a printed copy will be

available on the lectern. 
Usher/Greeter: Greet people, hand out bulletins,

dismiss rows for communion, advise Pastor of those
needing communion in their seat, take attendance. 

Sign-up Online at: bit.ly/JoyWorshipAssistant

FELLOWSHIP HOST
Provide treats and beverages on Sunday mornings

during the followship hour.
Sign-Up Online at: bit.ly/JoyFellowshipHost

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS: YOUTH DINNER
Sign-Up to host Wednesday night dinner for

Confirmation and High School Youth Group. Dinner
should be ready by 5:30pm. Hosts can use the church

kitchen and come anytime to prepare their meal, as
needed. Paper plates, cups, silverware, and Kool-Aid
and Lemonade are available for use. Dinners hosts

should plan to feed 25 people and make enough for
seconds!

Sign-Up Online at: bit.ly/JoyWednesdayDinner

RECURRING OPPORTUNITIES

Follow the links provided to sign-up online! You can also sign-up by contacting the office.

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES
MAUNDY THURSDAY POTLUCK

Serving on April 2  nd

Sign-Up Online at: bit.ly/MaundyThursday2026

FAITH5 FAMILY LEADER
During the School Year 

Sign-Up Online at: bit.ly/Faith5Leader

Financial Report will be published in the
May Newsletter and are available upon
request following the April 14th Council

Meeting.  



April 1st
Katelyn Hendricks
Nicholas Hoag
Adrien Olson 

April 3rd
Linda Appelholm
Pam Livingston
Sarah Campbell

April 4th
Lydia Pfeifer

April 5th
Sandra Edgell

April 6th
James Hexum 

April 7th
Mary Ellen Deloach
Kathy McKenzie 

April 8  th

Bill Henck
Lorraine Turner

April 9th
Rodney Sempf 

April 10  th

Jean Chryst
Ava Muller
Henry Christensen

April 11th
Caroline Hoag 

April 14th
Angela Steffen
Isabelle Hansch
Leah Galle
Morgan Anderson 

April 16th
Lucia Reach
Cooper Carlson

April 17th
Sara Route

April 18th
Carol Johnson
Edward Sass

April 21st
Janice Lehmann

April 23rd
Harlow Hanson

April 24th
Sandy Christensen
Robert Krueger 
Troy Gross 

April 25th
Rick Regnier
Stephan Haack

April 26th
Elijah Alwin

April 27th
Ryan Stridde 

April 30th
Dave Grossmann
Josey Wilson



501 State Road 35 - PO Box 217 - Centuria, WI 54824

Phone: (715) 646-2357 Email: office@joylutheranwi.org

Join us on Sunday Mornings
9:15am Faith5 Family and Fellowship

10:00am Worship with Holy Communion 
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