
From our Pastor…  

This text, from Luke’s Gospel, was the reading for my devotional time just 

the other morning. And I simply cannot stop thinking about what this angelic 

announcement promises. Advent is traditionally a time of waiting and 

preparing: our homes, our church, our selves, for Christmas. And a time of 

preparing our hearts to receive again the angel message of “good news of 

great joy” in the coming of Emmanuel “God with us.”  

2020 has given us plenty of opportunity to practice our skill of waiting. In 

the waiting we have been reminded of what really matters to us. I suppose 

that looks a little different to each person. However, one common thread I 

know exists between us, and that is how important relationships are. We 

have kept our distance, worn our masks, because we love others and want 

to keep them safe and healthy. At the same time, we have missed all sorts 

of milestones… birthday parties, holidays, weddings, and funerals waiting 

for the time when it’s safe to be together again. So, we’re getting pretty 

good at waiting.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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ful News 

“The angel said to them,  

‘Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy 

for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,  

who is the Messiah, the Lord.’”  

Luke 2:10-11 
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From Our Pastor 

“Good news of great joy!” 

In the midst of all this waiting… sometimes it’s hard for me to believe this good 

news message is for us, today. When I turn on the TV I rarely see good news, or 

great joy. Most often I see unhappy people, sickness, and virus talk, hungry 

families, abuse, violence… not good news or great joy. But what I discovered in 

the quiet of my morning devotions is that the angel announces GREAT JOY… not 

just a little joy, or limited joy, or fleeting joy. And this great joy is born to us, to 

YOU, in Christ. Joy can be and often is, mistaken for happiness, but they are not 

the same. For joy… this joy, the angel announces, is a Divine gift, something that 

cannot be taken away or diminished or destroyed or distanced because it is not 

ours but Christ’s.  

Jesus said, “I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 

may be full” (John 15:11). This joy is God’s own. A gift. A truth. This is “good news 

of great joy” for us and for the whole world.  

O come, Emmanuel, come. 

Pastor Angela 

(Continued from page 1) 

Some behind the scenes of Confirmation at Home!  
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January  

Newsletter 

Deadline 

Mon, Dec 21 

 

                         

                    

                  

                   

           

               

Joy Women of the ELCA News 

It was decided to cancel the bazaar for this year due to the pandemic. Next year 

should be bigger and better! 

However, we do have lefse (5 packages remain as of December 8) and pickles 

for sale. Please call the church office or call Carol Johnson at 715-825-3114 for 

pickup or delivery. 

A Merry and Joyous Christmas to all, no matter how you celebrate! 

Jen Rickeard   12/01 

Norman Adascheck  12/02 

Lucas Owen   12/03 

Alex Juleen   12/04 

Melissa Patterson  12/05 

Viola Karr   12/08 

Alex Livingston   12/09 

Amanda Prince  12/10 

Kari Owens   12/14 

Gary Ebensperger  12/18 

Lucas Christensen  12/18 

Joseph Dacunha  12/19 

Karen Edgell   12/19 

Elizabeth Hoag  12/21 

Joyce Turnquist  12/22 

Mary Mattson   12/22 

Cindy Sturgul   12/23 

Reina Cox   12/24 

Christi Hendricks  12/25 

Neal Jepsen   12/25 

Jacki Owens   12/27 

Hallie Carlson   12/27 

Mellisa Valleen  12/29 

Kyle Galle   12/30 

Tom Rivers   12/30 

Kathie Wilson   12/31 

Thank you to Dave and Shorty for providing our Christmas tree and to the 

Carlson Family for decorating it. It looks beautiful! 

https://childhood101.com/yoga-for-kids-a-walk-through-the-garden/
https://childhood101.com/yoga-for-kids-a-walk-through-the-garden/
https://theimaginationtree.com/salt-dough-handprints/
https://www.cbc.ca/parents/play/view/buuild-a-backyard-bug-hotel
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/392657661265488892/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/621074604832662905/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/426505027213721620/


Pastoral Acts 

Funeral:  

Ardyce Ditlefsen, 

10.24.2020 at Joy 

Lutheran Church. 

Burial at the Fristad 

Cemetery.  

Council Members 
 

Terrie Lunsman, Pres. 

 715-553-0914 

Todd Sturgul, V. Pres. 

 715-553-0606 

Sarah Campbell, Secy. 

 715-557-0387 

Al Arndt, Treasurer 

 715-210-1355 

Steve Beyl 

Bruce Christensen 

Kim Grossmann 

Don Ellefson 

Kelly Nelson 

Richard Schmalz 

Jim Sorensen 
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Pastor’s Report—as given to Council on November 12, 2020 

October 2020 began to feel “normal”, a new normal. The end of September we 

sent out a survey asking for feedback about worship and people’s comfort level 

with returning to the building. Based on returned surveys we opened the 

building and began worshipping inside again in October. And although it’s been 

different, it has been good. This month we continue to offer on-line worship, and 

worship in the parking lot. I added a a special service on Thursday’s in the 

building, by reservation only, for folks with compromised immune systems. What 

we have learned is that people continue to worship in the way that is most 

comfortable, and safest, for them. I also learned that the Thursday afternoon 

service was not a popular one, (not that it wasn’t appreciated). But those who 

have compromised immune systems know enough to stay home and stay safe. I 

have cancelled the Thursday afternoon service as of the beginning of November 

as we see Covid-19 positive cases surging in our county and communities. 

This month I was able to make a couple of nursing home visits. I also met with 

several other parishioners and colleagues this month, with lots of good virus 

precautions in place.  

I was invited by the Synod staff to record 3 videos which they will use in a variety 

of ways in the coming months. That was sure exciting!  

I (we, Joy) continue to host the weekly pastors text study. Deanna continues to 

work on creating and recording the weekly on-line service. Mary continues to 

(Continued on page 5) 

Council Highlights 

Joy Lutheran Council met on November 12, 2020, via zoom. 

 Joy constitution has been submitted for final synod approval. 

 Generosity fund guidelines have been finalized for approval. 

 A new Joy Lutheran sign for the building above the front doors 

is currently being designed. 

 Andrie Electric continues to work on the electrical issues. 

 Congregational Meeting and 2021 budget discussion. Waiting on 

Synod suggestions for guidance. 

 Update on inside painting. Will move on to youth room, west hallway, 

and nursery. Help is needed, contact office. 

 Begin discussion on Advent and Christmas worship. Worship agenda 

for Christmas services will be finalized at December council meeting. 

 Looked at council terms and replacing members with terms expiring in  

2021. Also waiting on Synod suggestions for this.  

 

—Terrie Lunsman, president  
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Council Meeting 

Dec 10, 7pm 

Copies of the minutes 

and financial reports, 

are available to all 

members of Joy. 

Please contact the 

office if you would like 

a copy sent to you. 

Food Pantry 

Volunteers 

December 

Pastor Angie & 

Mike 

January 

Dave Beaulieu 

February 

Volunteer Needed 

Thank you for providing plants for our Christmas Eve Service 

Red Poinsettia—Clayton & Carol Johnson in honor of family 

Pink Poinsettia—Johanna Backes 

Red Poinsettia—Ed & Lonnie Ellefson 

Red Poinsettia—Mike & Angie Kutney in honor of and thankfulness for Joy 

Lutheran Church 

Christmas Cactus & Red Poinsettia—from Jodi Olson 

Pink Poinsettia & Christmas Cactus—from Prince Family in memory of Mom & Dad 

Burgundy Poinsettia—Jeanne Alling 

Red Poinsettia—Wayne & Mary Ellen Deloach in honor of Angela & Mike, Megan, 

Mike & Sofia 

Pastor’s Report—as given to Council on November 12, 2020 

mail out the services to our members in the nursing homes and in their homes 

without access to internet. My sincere thanks to them for their partnership. 

Confirmation has started and it’s awesome! The class this year is all boys. And 

they are very committed to learning and actively participating each week. We 

have a “Confirmation at Home” element this year, once a month, and families 

have embraced this. It’s really wonderful to see. We met 1x for a large group via 

Zoom (35 participants, including pastors), 2x in the real life in the Joy building, 

and 1x “Confirmation at Home”. The month has been a blessing. 

Faith5 continues. We are offering F5 via Zoom and live/in-person Sunday 

mornings at 930am before the 10 am worship service. Work is needed to re-

connect families at this point. Covid-19 has not done that ministry any favors.  

On October 25, Reformation Sunday, Allison Gingras and Kendra Wheeler, 

affirmed their baptisms during worship.  

Pastor Angie 

(Continued from page 4) 

Food Pantry Volunteers  

Our emergency Food Pantry needs volunteers to go through food on a monthly 

basis to throw expired items, make list of items needed, organize shelves, tidy 

up, just general care.  

This is something that can be done after worship or during non-food shelf hours. 

Perfect for the single person looking for a way to help our church and neighbors, 

the high schooler needing community service hours, families wanting to be part 

of this very useful ministry.  

Please call or email the church office if you would like to help. 
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Message from Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson  
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501 State Road 35 

PO Box 217 

Centuria  WI 54824-0217 

JOY LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Phone: 715-646-2357 

office@joylutheranwi.org 

«AddressBlock» 

Join us on Sundays 
9:30am Faith5 Family (for all ages) - online  

10am Online Worship Only for December 

 

Christmas Eve 
3pm Service in Sanctuary with Holy Communion & special music 

Max. 50 people (reservations required—call the church office  

715-646-2357) 

4pm Live Nativity in Parking Lot with Hymn sing, lights, and  

the story of Jesus’ Birth 

5pm Online Worship—have your candles ready at home 


