
From our Pastor…  

Dear Joy,  

“Remember and rejoice, renewed by floods of grace. 

We bear the sign of Jesus Christ, that time cannot erase.” ELW 454  

This is the first and the last verse of one of my favorite hymns, Remember 

and Rejoice, a baptism hymn. And it has been on my mind and lips a lot 

because, as odd as it sounds, I cleaned up my office at the Joy building a 

couple of weeks ago.  

When I was cleaning, I came across a little bottle of oil I bought on a trip to 

the Holy Land. I remembered one Wednesday night; I was hanging out with 

the High School Youth Group (this was back before Covid made us go 

virtual) and one of the girls asked about that little bottle on my bookshelf. I 

explained that it is anointing oil, a mixture of coconut and Frankincense, 

which I use for baptisms and ministering to people at the end of life… and 

for all the times in-between. She listened and then dipped her finger into 

the jar and made the sign of the cross on my forehead and then on the 

forehead of another student. When I crawled into bed that night, I could still 

smell the oil on my head… and I sang… “remember and rejoice,” and 

thanked God for the day.  

Wednesday, February 17, is Ash Wednesday, and praise be to God, we will 

gather in person to worship. We will begin outside around a bonfire. The 

Christmas tree we decorated with beautiful white lights in December will be 

the kindling for the fire that will invite us/remind us of our need to repent of 

sin, as well as the reality of our own mortality. As we move into the 

sanctuary, I will make the sign of the cross with ash and oil on foreheads 

and say, “Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return." And we will 
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From Our Pastor 

hear hauntingly beautiful music and pray prayers, be fed with the Holy Supper, 

and reminded that our life and our death and our new life again, is lived in and 

through Jesus Christ. And in this way, we will be reminded of baptism. Sin and 

mortality, yes, but also, our identity as God’s own, beloved children.  

Then out the door we will go, smudges on our foreheads, a reminder of the day 

and time spent in relationship with God and others. A reminder that the cross is 

part of who we are as the body of Christ. A reminder that we are holy and wholly 

loved by God. And a reminder that in the truth of dust… we can rejoice in the 

grace, mercy, hope, and promises of God that time cannot erase.  

“Remember and rejoice, renewed by floods of grace. 

We bear the sign of Jesus Christ, that time cannot erase .” 

In Christ Alone, 

Pastor Angie 

(Continued from page 1) 

April 1: 7pm Maundy Thursday Service 

April 2: Good Friday (online service only)  

Print copy will be sent to our shut-ins and those 

without internet.   

April 3: Holy Saturday drive-thru Stations of the Cross  

at Luther Point Bible Camp (watch for more details) 

April 4: 10am Easter Sunday Service  

We will take reservations like we did for Christmas Eve 

https://rsvp.church/r/x9NIVwPE. 

Holy Week Schedule 

https://rsvp.church/r/x9NIVwPE
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Joy Women of the ELCA News 

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who helped with lefse this year. Whether you 

helped make it, bought it, sold it or donated to it, all was appreciated! Thanks 

also for the pickle sales. 

We merged the two W/ELCA accounts this year along with the lefse and pickle 

sales and ended up with over $1,900 left after giving to many charities etc. We 

gave to Interfaith Caregivers; Angels in Waiting; CRA; Northwoods Homeless 

Shelters; Salvation Army; ELCA Good Gifts; Operation Christmas; Luther Point 

Bible Camp; Project Comfort (shipping quilts, kits etc); Missionary Support; Joy 

Generosity Fund; Joy Food Pantry; and Christmas gifts to our staff. 

Thank you to everyone for their generosity this year. May 2021 be a year of 

gathering for projects and face to face fellowship! 

Peace and blessings for the new year! 

Kinship of Polk County: Seeking Mentors 

“And he said to them, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first 

commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.’” Matthew 22:37-39 

No matter who we are or where we live, there are people nearby who need our 

love. After a very difficult year, the needs of many youth and their families have 

increased. Kinship of Polk County is on mission to help create the support and 

relationship building between those struggling families and people who can 

reach in, give HOPE and provide support. As a youth mentoring program, Kinship 

is looking for individuals, couples and/or families who are willing to mentor a 

young person for a minimum of one year, meeting 3-4X per month. If you know 

of families who need support or you are in a position to support, please visit 

www.polkkinship.org or call 715.405.3900.  

Food Pantry Volunteers  

Our emergency Food Pantry needs volunteers to go through food on a monthly 

basis to throw expired items, make list of items needed, organize shelves, tidy 

up, just general care.  

This is something that can be done after worship or during non-food shelf hours. 

Perfect for the single person looking for a way to help our church and neighbors, 

the high schooler needing community service hours, families wanting to be part 

of this very useful ministry.  

Please call or email the church office if you would like to help. 

https://childhood101.com/yoga-for-kids-a-walk-through-the-garden/
https://childhood101.com/yoga-for-kids-a-walk-through-the-garden/
https://theimaginationtree.com/salt-dough-handprints/
https://www.cbc.ca/parents/play/view/buuild-a-backyard-bug-hotel
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/392657661265488892/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/621074604832662905/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/426505027213721620/
http://www.polkkinship.org


Council Members 
 

Terrie Lunsman, Pres. 

 715-553-0914 

Todd Sturgul, V. Pres. 

 715-553-0606 

Sarah Campbell, Secy. 

 715-557-0387 

Al Arndt, Treasurer 

 715-210-1355 

Steve Beyl 

Bruce Christensen 

Kim Grossmann 

Don Ellefson 

Richard Schmalz 

Jim Sorensen 

Page 4 

Council Highlights 

Joy Lutheran Council met on January 14, 2020, via zoom. 

Our Joy Lutheran Council has been meeting via zoom these last few months. 

 Council has been wrapping up several building maintenance issues, all with 

great outcomes. 

 Overseeing the design and purchase of the new sign above the front 

entrance. 

 Establishing and finalizing the structure of a Joy Generosity fund. 

 Continuing to work with the Synod and the state of Wisconsin COVID-19 

guidelines and recommendations. 

 Finalizing and submitting the Joy Lutheran constitution. 

 The Joy council is truly blessed to have such a patient and understanding 

congregation. 

 A big thank you to all Joy members that have volunteered and continue to 

volunteer their help and time with various projects throughout the building. 

The outcome is looking mighty spiffy! 

 Thank You to all from the Joy council  

—Terrie Lunsman, president  

Pastor’s Reports for January & February as presented to Council 

January 14, 2021 

December, and now into January, Joy Lutheran returned to on-line worship only. We, 

myself and the church council, continue to follow the guidelines and recommendations 

set forth by the WI-Council of Churches and our own Synod, and trying to lead by 

example and with great love, respect, and concern for others. The exception to the on-

line only plan was to hold two different in-person services on Christmas Eve. We 

worshipped in the sanctuary, safely distanced and masked, at 3pm. That was a beautiful 

service with Holy Communion. We asked people to make reservations to ensure we had 

space for everyone wanting to attend. The second  

in-person service took place at 4pm and took the form of a Live Nativity. We gathered 

outside, heard the Christmas story as told in the Gospels, saw some of our young 

leaders act out the story, and we sang! It was so cold… but so wonderful! Thank you to 

Bruce Christensen and Joe Christensen and Henry and Lucy and Sofie for building the 

beautiful stable for us to use. Thank you to all the children and youth who helped narrate 

the Christmas story and create art slides for the on-line Christmas Eve service. All of 

these services were a labor of love and filled with joy and hope.  

Speaking of hope, it is my hope and the hope of Joy council that soon we will be able to 

return safely and confidently to our building. All of us. Together. I know last year, and 

even the beginning of 2021, have been incredibly difficult and probably not what any of 

us planned. But change is coming as vaccines are becoming available. 

This month I have been able to make some home communion visits, which is always a 

blessing. I am still trying to get into nursing homes to visit our folks. The rules in the 

homes have been very strict. This remains one of the most challenging parts of the 

pandemic for me. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Council Meeting 

March 11, 7pm 

Copies of the minutes 

and financial reports, 

are available to all 

members of Joy. 

Please contact the 

office if you would like 

a copy sent to you. 

Pastor’s Reports for January & February as presented to Council 

Faith5… is still meeting… right now via Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9:30am, before 

the premier of the 10am worship service on YouTube/Facebook.  

Confirmation continues to go well. Although, the kids (and this pastor) are tired of Zoom 

and are looking forward to being able to meet in person again soon.  

I (we, Joy) continue to host the weekly pastors text study. Deanna continues to work on 

creating and recording the weekly on-line service. Mary continues to mail out the 

services to our members in the nursing homes and in their homes without access to 

internet. Mike and Deverah continue to keep the building clean and sanitized. Cheryl 

and Mike continue to share their gifts of music with us, for on-line worship. My sincere 

thanks to each one for their partnership in ministry.  

Pastoral acts: Funerals: Eva VanDerSteeg, 12.21.20 at Rowe Funeral Home, Luck, WI. 

Burial at the Milltown Cemetery in Milltown. 

February 4, 2021 

Wow! Three weeks flies by, doesn’t it?! Since our last council meeting much as 

happened around the Joy Lutheran Church building. Volunteers have given time and 

talent to cleaning, organizing, painting, lighting, and preparing the building for our re-

opening. Thank you for helping to transform the building into JOY! 

During these three weeks I have been able to make home communion visits and phone 

calls to check on people. I am still trying to get into nursing homes to visit our folks. I 

believe that as people are vaccinated nursing homes will be open to allowing family and 

clergy visits. Faith5… is still meeting… right now via Zoom on Sunday mornings at 

930am, before the premier of the 10 am worship service on YouTube. Confirmation 

continues to go well. We met as a large group (Apple River Conference Confirmation 

class via Zoom) and our kids are ready to meet in person.  

I attended the Synod Winter Theological Conference January 24th – 25th. This 

conference happened via Zoom this year. And I (we, Joy) continue to host the weekly 

pastors text study. My sister, Amy Waelchli, a pastor in Fort Atkinson, WI and I did a 

virtual pulpit exchange this month, which was really fun for both of us! 

Upcoming: I am taking Continuing Ed on Monday, Feb 8th via Zoom. It is the 2021 

Lenten Lectionary Study with Rev. Dr. Karoline Lewis, from Luther Seminary. 

I am working on the coming Lenten Season. Planning Ash Wednesday and how that will 

look given we are still living and worshiping during a pandemic. That said, I am excited 

for how the liturgy is coming together. Did I mention that Ash Wednesday will include a 

bonfire in the parking lot? It will! 

I will be hosting a bible study during Lent on the Gospel of Mark. More information will 

be included in the newsletter this month. 

Pastoral acts: Baptism, JosiahLee John Alling-Williams, 1.16.2021 at Joy Lutheran 

Church 

Peace, Pastor Angie 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Bible Study: “Questions For Jesus” (This ain’t the easy stuff, folks !)  

Week 1: Chapter 2: “What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 

Week 2: Chapter 3: “What Does It Cost to Be Your Follower?” 

Week 3: Chapter 4: “How Boldly Can I Pray?” 

Week 4: Chapter 5:  “What Comes First in My Life?” 

Week 5: The class will vote to work through Chapter 1 or Chapter 6. 

Sunday, February 21: Mark 1:9-15  

“And the Walls Come Tumblin’ Down” 

Sunday, February 28: Mark 8:(27-30) 31-38 

“Life Preservers”  

Sunday, March 7: John 2:13-22  

“God Has Left the Building” 

Sunday, March 14: John 3:14-21  

“A Balcony View” 

Sunday, March 28: John 12:20-33  

“Sir, We Wish to See Jesus” 

Lent — “Sir, we wish to see Jesus” 

https://www.joylutheranwi.org/lenten-bible-study


Page 7 

 



501 State Road 35 

PO Box 217 

Centuria  WI 54824-0217 

JOY LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Phone: 715-646-2357 

office@joylutheranwi.org 

«AddressBlock» 

Join us on Sundays 
9:30am Faith5 Family (for all ages) [In person & via Zoom] 

10am Worship indoors—you can also sit in the parking lot to hear 

the service on your radio 87.9 FM or watch online (Go to 

joylutheranwi.org for information on how to view the service online.)  

 

Ash Wednesday, February 17 
7pm  Service begins outdoors—see all the details on page 7 

 

Bible Study—Questions for Jesus 
Offered both via Zoom and in person. Please see page 6 for details 

Starting February 22 (Zoom) & 24 (In the Fellowship Hall) 

joylutheranwi.org

