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Joy Lutheran comes together in service to our community locally and globally to experience faith that comes 
from God's word; to know the love of God and to share the joy of our faith through Jesus Christ. 

  
TABLE OF CONTENTS 2022 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

 
2024 Annual Congregational Meeting Agenda – February 4th, 2024  .......................................... 3 
2023 Annual Meeting Minutes – March 5th, 2023  ................................................................... 4-5 
Pastor Angie’s 2023 Annual Report ........................................................................................... 6-7 
Statistical Information for 2023 ................................................................................................... 8 
2023 Disbursement Summary and 2024 Approved Spend Plan  ............................................. 9-10 
2023 Monthly Financial Comparison  ......................................................................................... 11 
2023 Savings and Investment Account Summary ...................................................................... 12 
2023 Year End Revenue Summary ............................................................................................. 13 
Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (W/ELCA) ........................................... 14 
W/ELCA Treasurer’s Report .................................................................................................. 15-16 
Letter from Presiding Bishop ...................................................................................................... 17 
Blank Page for Notes ............................................................................................................. 18-19 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



3 
 

JOY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING AGENDA 

February 4th, 2024 
1. Call to Order 

 
2. Reading of Mission and Vision Statements 

 
3. Devotions  

 
4. Establish a Quorum 

 
5. Additions and Approval of the Agenda 

 
6. Approval of March 2023 Annual Congregational Meeting Minutes 

 
7. Special Presentations (if applicable)  

 
8. Committee Membership Appeal 

 
9. 2023 Year-End Financial Review 

 
10. Council Elections 

a. Outgoing (eligible for election):  
i. Jerry Livingston (Appointed by council to serve the remainder of Richard Schmalz’s 

term) 
ii. Debbie Korsan (Eligible for 2nd term) 

iii. Emma Livingston (Appointed by council to fill vacant Young Adult representative) 
b. Outgoing (ineligible for re-election): Lonnie Ellefson and Brent Priebe  
c. Nominations from the Floor  
d. Voting and Tabulation of Results 

 
11. Adjourn Meeting 

 
Next Congregational Meeting will be July 28th, 2024 following 10am Worship Service.  
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JOY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Annual Congregational Meeting Minutes – March 5th, 2023 

 
12. Call to Order by Terri Lunsmann 

 
13. Devotions provided by Pastor Angie from Lenten Devotion booklet based on John 3:1-2 

 
14. Establish a Quorum & Appoint Tellers 

A Quorum was established with Sara Campbell and Bruce Christenson designated as tellers. 
 

15. Additions and Approval of the Agenda  
Lonnie approved agenda as submitted, Brent Bublitz seconded, motion carried 

 
16. Council Elections 

Dave Beaulieu nominated Lonnie Ellefson, Erin Kaiser Deborah Schmalz and Sandi Christenson for 
council.  Ashley Sempf seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
Carol Johnson asked how many positions are to be filled?  It was noted that we need at least two 
positions to be v. We can fill up to six positions. 
Sarah Campbell asked for clarifaction of the term period.  It was noted that the term ends in February, 
so the new council will begin the term in the March meeting. 
Bruce Christenson moved to close nominations and cast a unanimous ballet for the nominated 
candidates.  Ashley Sempf seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 

17. Sanctuary Piano 
A brief review of the need prepared by Julie Reimer and included in the meeting materials was 
presented. It was noted the Foundation will be willing to cover part of the estimated $12,000 cost for 
the new piano but has recommended us to consider a fund raiser to cover the remainder.  Pastor Angie 
noted that we have received an anonymous donation of $5000. 
Don Ellefson asked why someone who would want to buy our piano if it can’t be fixed.  Julie Riemer 
explained that the current piano would still be good in a utilitarian program, such as a dance studio or 
elementary school. 
Cheryl Pepper commented that organ has more issues. It was noted that repair  of the organ will need 
to be added to a council agenda for discussion. 
Brent Bublitz asked if the Foundation has been formally approached and was informed that a formal 
request cannot take place until approved by council.  Having an approved motion at this meeting will 
allow presentation to Foundation. 
Joel Dittlefsen suggested taking money from the Parsonage fund with Terry Lunsmann recommending 
against this approach until a formal plan for parsonage money is developed. 
Sara Campbell provided a fundraiser suggestion for an amount for purchasing one of the 88 keys on 
the piano. 
Brent Bublitz made a motion to move forward with a fundraiser and after completion seek request 
from foundation. 
Debi Korsan and Ben Wheeler seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 

18. Sidewalk / Concrete Work on Joy Lutheran Property (Reference 3 options in Meeting Material) 
Brent Bublitz asked whether the foundation been approached and was informed that a formal request 
has not been made but the Foundation is aware of this need.  
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Debi Korsan asked whether the Foundation has been asked how much they will contribute. It was 
noted that the Foundation would not provide an amount at this time.  
Ashley Sempf suggested that if we don’t ask for money by the piano, they may provide more.  
Brent Bublitz noted that the money is available from the foundation but that this request would be 
treated separately from the piano. 
Joel Dittlefson inquired about the amount of money is available from the Foundation and was 
informed that there is >$80,000 that is “touchable”. 
Sarah Campbell asked about the purpose of the parsonage money and was informed that the use of 
the parsonage funds needs to be addressed by council.   Council’s recommendations regarding the use 
of funds in this category will need to be presented and approved at a congregational meeting. It was 
noted that the funds are in an savings account and earning interest.  
Sandi Christenson noted that the fear of using parsonage money is unwarranted.  If it is something we 
need, use of these funds should be considered.  Pastor Angie noted that the mission of the church is to 
be alive and share the good news with others…the money isn’t ours to keep. 
Elizabeth Ebensburger made a motion to approach the Foundation for half of $25,000 [Option 3] and 
use cash on hand to pay for the remainder of the expense.  This motion was seconded by Ben Wheeler 
and the motion carried. 
 

19. Food License Purpose / Status 
Our Food license in process and will require an inspection before issuance. 
 

20. Committee Sign-Up 
Congregational members were encouraged to sign up for committee participation.  
  

21. Adjournment 
Ashley Sempf made the motion to adjourn.  This motion was seconded by Jerrry Livingston, Todd Sturgel and 
Brent Bublitz.  The motion carried. 
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PASTOR ANGIE’S 2023 REPORT 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Every year during Epiphany we choose Star Words.  The idea is that whatever word we choose 

becomes our word for the year. That throughout the year we will be on the lookout for how 

our word is showing up, is playing out, in our individual lives as well as our collective lived 

experience.  Over the years I have had some pretty good words. Interesting words.  Words I 

could work with.  That is, until Epiphany 2023, the year the Star Word          entered my 

life.   

          

 

 

Now, tough is a fine word, a good word, a necessary word, of course, but wasn’t a word I 

would choose to spend a year being on the looking out for, nor a word I would invite into my 

life or my call.  In fact, I tried choosing another word, then another word, but the more I chose 

the worse they got.  So, I embraced my tough word, and I paid attention, listened, and learned 

a lot about toughness in the process.  

 

According to Mirriam Webster Dictionary, tough means: difficult, hard, stressful.  2023 had its 

share of difficult, hard, and stressful moments. The reality of life in this world is that we can’t 

escape tough moments.  We have grieved the deaths of people we love; said good-bye to our 

Intern, Kristin Boland; and voted to give a large portion of the proceeds of the parsonage sale 

($120,000) to the Feed My Neighbor Food Pantry in Centuria. None of which was easy. 

The word tough also means strong, resilient, determined, to persevere, to endure, which is the 

kind of tough I associate with Joy Lutheran Church.  As we wrap up our 4th year of ministry 

together, I am mindful of your toughness, and thankful for the Holy Spirits challenge to be the 

church you know you are called to be.  Even when the challenge is uncomfortable or scary.  

Your strength, determination, and faithfulness to the Gospel allowed us to put action to the 

promises of our vision statement: “to serve our community and God’s world by; faithfully 

welcoming and including all people, serving and meeting the needs of poverty and hunger, 

striving for justice and peace in the world, and gathering together as a JOYful community to be 

refreshed and sent”.    

 

Your strength, determination, and faithfulness meant another year of welcoming friends and 
strangers to the Font and the Table.  Throwing our doors open meant the community could 
gather, hospitality could be practiced, love could be shared.  2023 brought changes to staff 
and the birth of a children’s choir.  Together generations worshiped, children led, and disciples 

TOUGH 
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studied.  Of course, we wore pajamas to worship, and collected donations for the Community 
Referral Agency. Noah (as in the guy who built an ark in the desert, AKA Bruce Christiansen) 
showed up on Wednesday nights during Lent to help us better understand the story and God’s 

promises.  We LOL’d   on Holy Humor Sunday, and tapped our feet during the ukulele 
services.  We saw our gift of $120,000 to Feed My Neighbor inspire another anonymous gift 
making it possible for the pantry to purchase a building of its own.  The Quilting Ministry took 
on a life of its own this year, making and giving more than 80 quilts, many of which went to 
Feed My Neighbor.    We participated in God’s Work Our Hands, resumed Faith5, taught 
Confirmation and First Communion, and Lutheran 101 classes.   Whew!  That’s a lot of vision 
living, Joy!  Thank you for being tough and for being faithful.  Lives have been changed, 
burdens have been lifted, people have been welcomed, friendships have been made, and 
hungry people have been fed because of your strength and determination.  It is an honor and 
privilege to be your pastor and to minister, love, and journey alongside such an amazing 
community. I look forward to 2024 and all the Holy Spirit will reveal to us.   Are you ready?  
Get set.  Go! 
 
Your partner in Faith, Love, and J   y, 

 

 

 

 

 

PS My star word for 2024 is OVERFLOW.   
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STATISTICAL INFORMATION FOR 2023 
 

2023 Year-End-Membership: 
453 Individuals are currently being tracked by the Administrative Office 
198 Active Adult Members 
99 Active Child Members  
156 Individuals classified as one of the following: 
Inactive Adult Member, Inactive Child Member, Active Adult Visitor, Active Child Visitor, Inactive Adult Visitor, Inactive Child Visitor, 
Active Contributor, Prospect.  

 
Average Worship Attendance: 93 
        
BAPTISMS 
Bridger Charles Lee Nelson 
Xebryna Lois Swenson 
De’Kari Michael Anderson 
Tucker Tyler Kram 
Beau Michael Kram 
Colton James Kleidon  
Adeline Judith Schrupp 
Grayson Matthew Timmers 
Beau Luke Turner 
Margaux Delphine Sommer 
Chloe Ann Lofgren 
 
 

DEATHS 
Ronald Dahl 
Beverly Edgell 
Marcella Frokjer 
Doris Gullickson 
Mary Hahn 
Bernie Hinck 
Charles Johansen 
Harland Lofgren 
Sharron Lofgren 
Carol Nelson 
Mary Pollock 
Carole Shern 
Ardis Swenson 

 
WEDDINGS 
Megan Anderson and Andrew Flor 
Katie Jensen and Danny Leach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED 
Karen Wondra 
Brandon and Stephanie Whittaker (Callie and 
Clayton)  
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JOY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2023 Disbursement Summary and 2024 Approved Spend Plan 
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JOY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2023 Disbursement Summary and 2024 Approved Spend Plan - Continued 
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JOY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2023 Monthly Financial Comparison  
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JOY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2023 Savings and Investment Account Summary  
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JOY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2023 Year End Revenue Summary  
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WOMEN OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
Joy Lutheran WELCA 2023 Report 

 
Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America:  JOY Lutheran Church Women provide opportunities 
for education, fellowship, and mission, to support each other, our church home, our community, and global 
missions through prayer, discipleship, justice, and stewardship. 
 
On-going throughout the year:  Sponsor Missionary first Sunday of each month 
Altar Guild established to prepare communion  

Bible studies  use Gather Magazine, 2nd Wednesday of each month, 1:30 pm OR 3rd Wednesday of each month 
at 6:30 pm at JOY 

Fellowship Hall Décor Committee  
14 Funeral Lunches provided 

Quilting Ministry  gave 88+quilts to local people in shelters, Community Food Pantry, congregation members, 
Veterans,  who are seriously ill, suffering tragedy, or for a happy occasion, to surround recipient with warmth, 
caring, prayers; meet twice per month 
Sanctuary Committee changes paraments and keeps pew needs updated                     
Sunshine Committee remembers our members through Correspondence at Birthdays, Holidays, Get Well, 
Thinking of You    
Supplying most kitchen needs and upkeep 
Shared articles to Apple River Conference newsletter 
 
January- $500 and quilt to Mary Pollock benefit 
$175 to local man for rent help 
 
March- Lenten Supper: Loaded Baked Potato Bar 
 Bold Women’s Day (women who act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ) first Sunday  
 
April- Bakeless Bake Sale provides Youth Camperships to Luther Point Bible Camp 
Hosted Apple River Women’s Spring Conference and provided lunch for 100 
 
June - Milltown Fisherman’s Party BINGO 
 
July- Centuria Memory Days Pie & Ice Cream Social and Variety Show   
Lutheran World Relief School Kit donations , assemble at God’s Work Our Hands 
 
August- Luther Point Summer Celebration and Auction 
 
September- Lefse Making for Bazaar,  God’s Work Our Hands 
 
October- Bazaar  
 
December- End-of-year giving by WELCA $5150 
Cookie Walk- $500 proceeds to ELCA Good Gifts Program 
 

 



15 
 

JOY WELCA 2023 Treasurer’s Report  
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JOY WELCA 2023 Treasurer’s Report – Continued  
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